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I have been asked to introduce myself to you. My faith journey began in my home town of Chelmsford, 
Essex . There I grew up, testing out my God questions in the context of the youth fellowship. I moved to 
Dudley in the West Midlands as a trainee teacher with the uneasy feeling that this was not destined to be 
my life’s occupation. I taught English & Drama in a boys’ comprehensive school for two years.  Whilst in 
the Midlands I had my first contact with Pentecostalism, the exuberance and immediacy of which  
challenged the rather reserved worship style to which I had been accustomed. From Birmingham I went 
to Mansfield College, Oxford for ministerial preparation. Here I found myself exposed to many different 
Christian influences from the worship of the Russian Orthodox church to that of a gently charismatic  
Anglican church and many liturgical shades in between. 
 

My first pastorate was in Ewell, Surrey. It was shortly after moving there that Sheila and I were married. 
Sheila also grew up in Chelmsford, but had also moved away to train as a speech and language  
therapist. Our two sons, James and Michael were born in Surrey in that busy first pastorate. In 1988 we 
moved back to Essex to Witham & Terling and our daughter Lizzie was born. Whilst we were there a 
number of projects developed which plunged the church into the heart of the community. One of the 
greatest satisfactions was seeing the town churches working together in mission and beginning to  
appreciate each other’s diversity. In 2002 I was appointed the Eastern Synod Training & Development 
Officer which has enabled me to see at close hand the challenges and opportunities facing  
congregations as they translate the Gospel into the communities they serve. 
 

Enough of the past! I look forward to meeting many of you in the months to come and listening to your 
hopes for this part of Christ’s great church set in the varied contexts of the North West. 
 

With best wishes,  
 

Richard 
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General Assembly in Manchester 
 

Many members of Synod churches worked as a team 
to welcome the General Assembly to the Fallowfield  
campus of the University of Manchester from 7 to 10 
July.   The welcome was warm and so was the weather 
much of the time, though punctuated by torrential rain.   
The business of Assembly will be reported in other 
places, but the Children’s Assembly was a new venture 
and Vision4Life will be a big part of the churches’ life in 
the coming years. 
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