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‘Catch the Vision’ structures 
 

The URC General Assembly finally  
approved that Synods will be the only 
council between the local church and  
Assembly, more than two thirds of Synods 
and Districts having accepted the  
proposal.    This means that we in this 
Synod need to work out how this will  
affect us.   In many ways we are half way 
there, with the District Councils being 
Synod in dispersal since last year.  Though 
the Districts will not have their own  
authority, the pastoral work and support of 
local churches in mission should continue 
to have a local focus, and there should be  
opportunities for exchanging news and  
experience.   In the autumn there will be 
consultation in all areas about how best 
this can be done. 

Synod Grants Policy 
 

The Synod Resources Committee has 
been considering how to make grants 
for local mission work and building  
projects.   From January 2007, a new 
Synod Grants Advisory Group (SGAG) 
will consider applications from churches 
and recommend grants to the  
Resources Committee three times a 
year.  Churches will have to make  
applications at the appropriate time, 
which will be announced. 
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Revd Paul Pells, a retired minister living in Penwortham, 
is to be the new Synod Co-ordinator for TLS (Training for 
Learning and Serving) 


