
SOUTH DISTRICT NEWS 4 

DISTRICT NEWS 
We were pleased to induct Keith Whiting from Tintwistle URC as our new President for 2 years 
at the District meeting in February, and thank Revd. Paul Brewerton for guiding us over our first 
year as a new district. 
Revds Tony Wilkinson (Macclesfield and Bollington), Neil Riches (Christ Church, South  
Manchester), and David Jenkins (Wilmslow and Morley) will have left by the time you get this. 
We wish Tony and David long and happy retirements, and hope that Neil enjoys Carrs Lane,  
Birmingham.  
Edgeley Road and The Heatons URCs are now in discussions with their local Methodist Churches, 
and it was agreed that they should form a pastorate with a full-time minister, who would also 
provide a presence at Christ Church URC/Methodist Church, Reddish. 
We should also remember these churches in our prayers, as they cope without a minister. 

PICTURESPICTURESPICTURESPICTURES 
More pictures of churches 
^re getting onto websites etc. Pho-
togr^phers ^re reminded th^t they 
look best in bright light, with blue 
sky, doors open ^nd people ^round 
- ^fter  
Sund^y Service could be ^ good 
time to t^ke them. 
Reform likes to h^ve pictures ^s 
well, ^nd prefers ^ction shots r^ther 
th^n ^ row of people ^t the commun-
ion t^ble. Well done G^tley for get-
ting FURY into the J^nu^ry Reform. 

@ SURVEY OF SERVICES IN THE DISTRICT@ SURVEY OF SERVICES IN THE DISTRICT@ SURVEY OF SERVICES IN THE DISTRICT@ SURVEY OF SERVICES IN THE DISTRICT    
This is the rest of the survey st^rted in the l^st bulletin. 15 churches (3 Loc^l Ecumenic^l P^rtnerships with 
Methodists) h^ve responded. 

• Most churches h^d ^ few services (up to 10) t^ken by Groups of v^rious types (Elders, Worship 
Groups, FURY/Junior Church, Music Group.)  

• 5 ^lw^ys ^nd 5 occ^sion^lly h^d printed service sheets, one used PowerPoint. 
• 8 churches ^lw^ys h^d printed notices, 6 didn't. 
• 13 Churches h^d ch^irs r^ther th^n pews, ^nd 2 of these still h^d ^ pulpit. 
• 7 churches h^d ch^nged their worship in the l^st 5 ye^rs, ^nd 5 were pl^nning ch^nges. 
• One church h^d ^ h^lf-w^y house to ^n e^rly f^mily service: ^ h^lf hour service with the children, ^ 

bre^k for te^, ^nd h^lf hour with ^dults ^nd children sep^r^ted. 

CHURCH ANNIVERSARY 
The prize this bulletin must surely 
go to Roby (307 Dickenson Road, 
Manchester), who celebrated 
their 250th anniversary on 28th 
March. The church started out as 
a Congregational Church in a barn 
at Shudehill, and has had some 
interesting ministers, including 
Rev William Roby. 

ST M@RK'S, WYTHENSH@WEST M@RK'S, WYTHENSH@WEST M@RK'S, WYTHENSH@WEST M@RK'S, WYTHENSH@WE    
This church h^s ^ sm^ll congreg^tion (membership of 30) but ^ 
big he^rt. When recently visited the front of the worship ^re^ w^s 
curt^ined off with ^ mums ^nd toddlers group in the m^in ^re^ of 
the church. 
But they st^rted the 'Tree of Life Centre' ^s ^ church ^nd 
community project in 1984. It beg^n ^s ^ community shop selling 
second-h^nd furniture ^nd clothing ^t loc^lly ^fford^ble prices.  In 
1996 the he^lth ^nd well-being elements sprouted. This h^s grown 
with ^ number of building extension/modific^tions, ^nd h^s ^ full 
time m^n^ger ^s well ^s ^ volunteer te^m, ^nd ^ truck to collect 
goods. It h^s ^ coffee ^re^, ^nd ^llows the minister (Revd K^te 
Gr^y) ^nd others to t^lk to the visitors, some of whom ^re 
regul^rs. 
They ^re to be congr^tul^ted on this initi^tive, ^nd ^nyone, with, for 
inst^nce, ^ house cle^r^nce to don^te should cont^ct them on 0161 
437 7623. 
The Tree of life h^s ^ website ^t www.treeoflifecentre.org.uk  
 

WEBSITES 
Google reports that the average Briton spends 164 min. per day 
surfing the web. Does your church have an attractive website 
that the public can find easily? Help can be provided. 

EVENTS AND COURSES  Details of past and future events, courses, 'Why I am a minister', etc appear 
in our website: www.urcmanse.co.uk (also details of all our churches, and the district.) 
Items for future issues and the website: Peter Southern 01625 572418, or Southern@care4free.net 


